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The modern research university was created in Germany, which led the world of universities in the 
19th century. The United States became home to many of the world’s leading universities in the 
20th century. Are the universities of Greater China poised to assume leadership in the 21st century? 
 
For each of these systems, the promise (if not always the practice) of academic freedom and 
institutional autonomy has been central to their success. Leading universities have been defined   
by forms of governance that allow—indeed encourage—their faculty and students to pursue new 
areas of inquiry. Yet now, in both the United States and mainland China, governance structures 
appear weak in defending the core interests of higher education. 
 
At this moment of tension, what can we learn from crises past and present, at Harvard, in China, 
and elsewhere in the world of universities? 
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